Graduate Seminar in Southern African Society & Culture - AAAS 705.01

Lupenga Mphande, Instructor

Course Objective:

In 1980 the six Southern African countries formed the Southern African Development Community (SADC), aimed at fostering an economic and political integration of the region.  Southern Africa is famous for its rich agricultural lands and minerals, its link to Australopithecus fossils and the ancient civilizations of Zimbabwe and Thulamela, and the world’s most important ecological sites and nature conservation programs, such as the Victoria Falls, Kruger National Park, and the Kariba Dam. The region also offers unique examples of the patterns of human migration, booth African, Asian and European, and the innovative experiments in conflict resolution and the empowerment of African traditions to transform society and resolve African problems.  This course is intended to critically examine the interaction of social, cultural and economic forces in fostering change in the region and their impact on the contemporary political landscape and the environment. 

The course will explore the process of political and social-cultural changes in southern Africa during the second half of this century, examine the impact of apartheid on the region’s socio-political and cultural landscape, and explore historical parallels in the development of racism in the white supremacist regimes of southern Africa and the United States and the strategies of resistance deployed. It will also critically examine the uniqueness of settler colonization, the origins of the ideology of racial separation, and success and limitations of the formal political victories over apartheid and racism and the role of culture and religion in these struggles. Students will be required to reflect critically on issues of development, globalization, education, governance, peoples’ rights, and the HIV/AIDS pandemic in the region. The course aims at broadening graduate African Studies courses currently taught by the department, and offers students an opportunity to critically examine Africa’s post-colonial condition and discourse. It will be taught through lectures, group discussions, films, audiotapes, library searches, and computer systems intended to expose students to a wider cultural and social environment in which politico-cultural transformations occur, and foster an appreciation of Africa’s cultural aesthetics and heritage. One student, or group of students, will have the responsibility of facilitating the class discussions. 

SYLLABUS:

1.0
Course Books

Textbooks


The Wretched of the Earth


- Franz Fanon

African Societies in Southern Africa
-Leonard Thompson

Politics in Southern Africa: Sate and Society in Transition


-Gretchen Bauer & Scott D. Taylor

Maphumulo Uprising


-Jeff Guy

King Leopold’s Ghost


– Adam Hochschild

Part of My Soul Went With Him

-Winnie Mandela


The grass is singing



-Doris Lessing


Emperor Shaka the Great


-Mazisi Kunene

When bullets begin to flower

-M. Dickenson

Mine Boy




-Peter Abrahams

The Peasant Revolt



-Govan Mbeki
African Nationalism 



- Ndabaningi Sithole

1.1
Course Outline
WEEK I

Introduction: the geography, topography, and people of Africa, and an exploration of the geographic, historical, and political origins of the current African condition – how did people deal with their environment and overcome constraints? Pre-capitalist societies in Southern Africa: early African civilizations of Khoi-San, Zimbabwe, Thululwane, etc., and the historical and cultural encounters between Africa and Europe. 

A background to the distribution of cultures and language groups in Southern Africa: a history of Southern African migration (e.g., the Khoi-San, Sotho-Tswana, Nguni and other groups), and their socio-economic organizations and cultures. Regional diversity: demographic/racial diversity (African, European, Indian, mixed), linguistic/cultural diversity, uniqueness of the regional monarchs, settler colonization, European migrations, geographic/topographical uniqueness, and the ecology.

African Societies in Southern Africa, Leonard Thompson (student summaries of relevant chapters on Southern African societies).

Videotape: Kings and Cities, narrated by Basil Davidson (e.g., Great Zimbabwe)

WEEK II

Establishment of the colonial state: European explorations, ransacking of African resources, 1652 Dutch Cape settlement, settler communities and the 1658 importation of slaves to South Africa, European empire builders (e.g., Cecil Rhodes, king Leopold of Belgium, the Dutch, Portuguese, German, British, etc.), the scramble for Southern Africa and the establishment of capitalism. The  “Big Talk” (Indaba), Bible translation, and the corruption of African cultures to serve colonial designs: scuttling of social institutions and African responses to European colonization – chiefs’ rebellions and the peasant revolts.

Maphumulo Uprising -Jeff Guy (summaries examining colonial impact on African institutions such as religion and the peasant responses)

King Leopold’s Ghost – Adam Hochschild (the brutality of colonization)

Emperor Shaka the Great - Mazisi Kunene: (summaries on the African tradition of the epic, kinship, cosmology/religion, culture and social structures). 

Videotapes:
(1) The Bible and the gun narrated by Basil Davidson: violent conquest of Africa 

(2) The Life of Sarah Bartman (the Hottentot’s Venus): debasement of African cultures and realities

WEEK III

European migration: slavery and abolition of slavery, the Great trek, capturing of African lands and African resistance, the Anglo-Boer Wars and white-on-white violence, the introduction of eugenics and the origins of racial separation in Southern Africa, importation of Indian indentured labor, Mahatma Gandhi and the origins of passive resistance in South Africa.  The brutality of colonialism: the Belgian colonial policy in the Congo, Portuguese assimilation policy in Angola and Mozambique, African reaction, and the class system in Angola and Mozambique.  

Mine Boy, Peter Abrahams (effects of capitalism and the start of an urban culture)

UNESCO General History: Chapter 6 (handout) - African Initiatives and Resistance in Southern Africa.

African Nationalism, Ndabaningii Sithole (critique of African nationalism)

WEEK IV

The impact of global capitalism on Southern Africa social fabric: population mobilization for cheap/slave labor for the mining industry (diamond, gold, copper, etc.), farming, and other economic projects. Cecil Rhodes and his plantation in Southern Africa, Rhodes’ proclamation of “Gold, glory, and God,” the extension of colonial rule in Africa Rhodes’ trajectories on African social-cultural systems (e.g., the Rhodes scholarships), economic impact, urban poverty, squatter camps, township culture, and the break up of rural communal existence.

Institutions of African resistance: political institutions (ANC, PAC, MPLA, ZANU-PF), traditional/religious institutions (chiefs, peasant organizations, Sotho/Swazi monarchs, priests/priestesses of Mbuya Nehanda, Nomqawuse, Lenshina, the Church, etc.), the role of culture in liberation wars, civil society (native associations, trade unions, South African Students Organization, Steve Biko, Soweto Student Uprisings) and the rise of African nationalism, the struggle for and attainment of independence.

The Wretched of the Earth, Franz Fanon (students summaries of relevant chapters on psychological effects of colonization, national culture and violence)

Film Shaka Zulu: an African response to European penetration

WEEK V

Continuities and post-colonial society in Africa: the colonial structures inherited from colonialism and its exploitative and corrosive effects on African traditions, women, and workers. The vestiges of liberation wars: political/ideological schisms, social/class tensions, cultural regeneration in post-colonial Southern Africa. The structures of “Violence” and “National Culture” in the post-colonial state: urbanization and gender wars – women and the new economic system, African traditional practices such as polygamy and circumcision in modern society, religion and gender, the roles of women in Christianity/Islam, the structure and role of monogamous/polygamous families.

Politics in Southern Africa: State and Society in Transition, Gretchen Bauer & Scott D. Taylor (student summaries of relevant chapters on liberation wars and the social-cultural issues raised in the text)

WEEK VI

Divergences in Western and African views: individual/collective rights, ideologies of progress and change, gender equality, social hierarchy, youth and intergeneration relationships, socialization, culture capital, etc.  New economics and the culture of work: wage negations versus slavery and apartheid, role of women in the new economic/political order, gender and education, rural development and agriculture labor.  Social structures in African society: mother-son and mother-daughter, father-son and father-daughter relationships, motherhood/fatherhood and parenting, inheritance and customary law. 


The grass is singing, Doris Lessing (colonial woman in Africa)


When bullets begin to flower, Mary Dickenson (women in war of liberation)

WEEK VII

African renaissance and societal transformation: cultural determinants in Southern Africa and cultural self-determination, orality and articulation of communal values, orality for national integration, re-narrating tales of a fractured past to build a united/integrated future. Constitutionalism as an instrument for social transformation in countries with settler communities: articulating minority cultures and peoples’ rights in the constitutions, truth and reconciliation, truth and amnesty, reparation versus restitution and nation building, etc.

Part of my soul went with him, Winnie Mandela (portrait of women’s role in the struggle for freedom)

Videotape: Facing the truth, narrated by Bill Moyer

WEEK VIII

The post-colonial state and regional integration: Southern African Development Community (SADC), global economy, South African domination and regional poverty, the future of the sub-continent and the global economic systems, minority rights and cultural heritage, poverty alleviation and cultural preservation.  The post-independence Africa: post-apartheid migrant labor system, urban cultural hybridism, gender and political processes, poverty and health, agriculture and the economics of rural underdevelopment, literacy, economic and human rights, the media, political peer review, cultural and historical commonalities and Africa political integration. 

Politics in Southern Africa: State and Society in Transition, Gretchen Bauer & Scott D. Taylor (summaries of relevant chapters on entrenchment of the post-colonial state, regional hegemony, globalization, and internal opposition)

WEEK IX

African Renaissance: revival of African traditions for the benefit of Africans, the role of civic society for empowerment and policy formulations, the use of culture as political indicators in political participation, social behavior and the admix of religion (traditional, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, etc.) in Southern African, themes of exploitation and resistance, the environment, African indigenous languages and mass accessibility to resources, and people’s participation in the economic and political processes.

The Peasant Revolt, Govan Mbeki (summaries of peasants’ participation in the political process)

WEEK X


Summary and review of discourses on Africa and its future: economic, political and cultural


UNESCO General History: Chapter 27 - Politics and Nationalism in Central and 
Southern Africa


- Revision

Final Paper due

Assessment and Evaluation:


There will be weekly written responses/summations (1-2 pages) of assigned text(s) and the relevant themes, worth 10 points, which will form the basis for the subsequent class discussions. Students will also be required to write a 5-page review/analysis worth 25 points on a recently published book (publication dates between 1997 to 2004) related to social-cultural aspects of Southern Africa and selected in consultation with the instructor; and write an 18 pages critical and interpretive essay on a topic relevant to the post-colonial and contemporary Southern African experience worth 50 points of the final grade. Essay assignments should present discussions that reflect a close and critical appreciation of the sources and clear evidence of library/field research. All assignments must be typed and double-spaced. In addition, there will be 15 points for class participation, which will include class presentations. 


The following is a summary of the assessment:


One essay (18 pages)



50


One book review (5 pages)


25  


Class attendance & participation

15


Weekly reading responses


10






______________


Total


 

 
100







______________

Academic Misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee of the Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examination. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp) 

Disability Services:

Students with disability that have been certified by the Office of Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office of Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue, telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/ 
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